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Mission Statement

To provide underserved and underrepresented individuals with hands-on training and
education, encouragement, and opportunities to enter the spirits community through a
comprehensive internship program like no other in the alcohol beverage industry.

A first of it's kind
program -- unlike
any other

Founded in 2020 by members
of the American Craft Spirits
Association.

Developed, Created, and
Launched in 2021.

100% graduation success rate.

Developed a full educational
curriculum for all participants.






YEAR DETAILS

OUTCOME

Donors: Infinium Spirits, Inc., Catoctin Creek
Distilling Company, DuNord Foundation, Sagamore
Spirit Distillery, Michter's Fort Nelson Distillery,
House Spirits Distillery, Individuals.

Funds Pledged & Raised: $125,212.19

CURRENT ANNUAL
PER INTERN COST:

a living stipend, lodging,
transportation, travel, and coaching.

What makes the

2022 Introductory year ¢ 100% Graduation Success Rate
Full-year program: e Both Alumni are currently employed
(2) Interns within the spirits industry as Distillers.
(1) Distributor
(3) Distilleries
(2) Mentors
(1) Educational partner
Donors: Beam Suntory, Dunamis Premium Spirits,
Fast Penny Spirits, Good Deeds Spirits, St. George's
Spirits, Individuals.
Donations Received: $173,905.00

2023 (2) Interns, * 100% Graduation Success Rate
(1) Distributor e Changes made via feedback from
(2) Host Distilleries participants:
(1) Specialty Distillery o 8-month program
(1) Diageo Distillery o Forklift training
(2) Mentors o Community Immersion stipend
(2) Educational partners

» STEPUP offers experience across multiple

companies & industry tiers.

STEPU

FOUNDATION

» STEPUP offers access to entry at various levels
of employment.

» STEPUP is designed to be accessible by people

internship program so unique?

of all educational & class backgrounds.






to our most generous and
dedicated donors across
all levels of giving.

Donors don’t simply provide
funds. They pave the way to
change the face of the industry.

One intern at a time.

100%

of donations go towards the

operations of the program.
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THANK YOU

Diageo North America

Infinium Spirits
Beam Suntory

St. George's Spirits

Sagamore Spirit
Michter’s Distillery
Dunamis Premium Spirits
Westward Whiskey
Catoctin Creek

Fast Penny Spirits

Young's Holdings
Leopold Bros.
Smooth Ambler
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“The STEPUP Foundation is providing the path
for me to build community wealth via
entrepreneurial acumen bestowed by

heavyweights in the spirits industry. I'll be

forever in this program's debt.”

- Yaki Udoumoh, 2022 STEPUP Graduate
Distiller, Sagamore Spirits

“Being a mentor for the STEPUP Foundation
was one of the most rewarding experiences in
my career. | continue to be amazed at the work
the STEPUP Foundation accomplishes. | am
incredibly proud to be a supporter of STEPUP.”

- Sailor Guevara, 2022 STEPUP Mentor

“STEPUP is a lot of everything. And I love it.
From grain to glass and everything in between.
The dreaming, the making, the marketing, the
selling, the building of customer relationships and
even accounting.”

- Erin Lee, 2022 STEPUP Graduate
Distiller, FEW Spirits







PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS

Our success is in part due to the great consideration and
care of our distillery partners.

\ " Sagamore Spirits
Host Distillery

New Riff Dlstlllery
Host Distillery

T N—

Glacier D|st|II|ng

Republic National
Distributing Company

Republic National
Distributing Company



(407) 391-5047

K E E P I N E: info@stepupinternship.org
A: 2911 Hunter Mill Rd.

Suite 303
Oakton, VA 22124

M: stepupinternship.org/media

Margie A. S. Lehrman
STEPUP Board Member, President
American Craft Spirits Association, C. E. O.

E: margie@stepupinternship.org

Sharli Ward
STEPUP Program Manager

E: sharli@stepupinternship.org

Spirits Training
Entrepreneurship Program
for Underrepresented Professionals

STEPub

FOUNDATION )
WWW.STEPUPINTERNSHIP.ORG



